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would not exist today. I would like to
recognize their work as they seek to
honor their ancestors by collecting his-
torical accounts, and locating impor-
tant artifacts from this time in his-
tory. Accordingly, the Lakota lan-
guage includes an expression that fits
their mission: Hecel lena Oyate Kkin
nipi kte, so that our people may live.e®

——————

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE
WARRINGTON

e Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, in
light of today’s historic vote on the
Amtrak reauthorization legislation, I
wish to honor a great transportation
leader and a son of New Jersey George
Warrington, who passed away at his
home in Mendham, NJ, on December
24, 2007. During a public service career
that spanned more than 30 years, Mr.
Warrington held an influential and de-
cisive role in the development and con-
tinued success of public transportation
systems not just in our State of New
Jersey but throughout the entire re-
gion. His role in the early development
of NJ Transit helped make the agency
what it is today one of the largest and
most successful transit agencies in the
country.

George Warrington’s contributions to
public transportation cannot be over-
stated. His work to secure funding for
NJ Transit in the 1970s was crucial to
the creation and early development of
the agency. He later served as vice
president and general manager of NJ
Transit’s rail operations and brought a
necessary focus on customer service,
ontime performance, and repairing the
rail system’s infrastructure. He worked
tirelessly to expand regional rail ca-
pacity by adding additional seating in
cars and parking spaces at stations
across the State. He also promoted the
development of new rail lines, such as
the Midtown Direct Montclair service
and Newark Light Rail extension, and
he spearheaded the addition of key rail
stations such as Hoboken Terminal and
Secaucus Junction. These initiatives
were central in creating and maintain-
ing a successful public railroad trans-
portation system in New Jersey and
the surrounding region, and I was
proud to secure Federal funding for
these efforts.

George’s efforts on one project, in
particular, will help secure the eco-
nomic future of the New Jersey-New
York region and that is the new Hud-
son River Rail Tunnel. Also called the
Trans-Hudson Express, THE, Tunnel,
part of the Access to the Region’s Core,
ARC, Project, this new rail tunnel will
ensure that travel between New Jersey
and Manhattan by rail will be available
well into the future. Existing tunnels
are already at capacity during peak
hours, with trains moving through
them at a rate of one every 2% min-
utes. Without this new tunnel, our re-
gion’s economy will suffer. New
Jerseyans would lose out on a conven-
ient and environmentally friendly way
to commute to work into New York
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City and New York City would lose out
on a strong and dedicated labor pool of
New Jersey workers. George garnered
critical early support for the new tun-
nel project from both sides of the river,
a feat acknowledged by many experts
as vital to the project.

George Warrington also listened to
passengers and employees, a critical
feature of any successful organization.
He considered their input in new rail
car designs, such as the popular new
multilevel cars. These rail cars elimi-
nate the dreaded ‘‘third seat,” while
adding to the overall number of seats
in the car.

For several years, George also served
as executive director of the Delaware
River Port Authority, which governs
the Delaware River port system, four
major vehicle bridges in the region,
and the PATCO rail system. He is cred-
ited with speeding up project delivery
times and managing the conversion to
collecting tolls in just one direction on
the bridges.

George Warrington must also be rec-
ognized for his significant contribu-
tions to national transportation as
Amtrak’s corporate president and CEO
and chief executive of its Northeast
corridor. He was instrumental in the
launching of Acela Express, the na-
tion’s first high-speed rail line, as well
as carrying out the completion of the
electrification of the entire Northeast
corridor rail line between Boston and
Washington, DC, another project I was
proud to secure Federal funding for.
The Northeast corridor now offers the
country’s premier high-speed rail serv-
ice and carries more passengers than
all of the airlines combined between
key northeastern cities. George will al-
ways be remembered as an important
advocate of a strong national rail sys-
tem.

Mr. President, while George War-
rington passed away on December 24,
2007, his legacy lives on through his
family and through his lasting con-
tributions to the rail industry both in
New Jersey and throughout the Nation.
On behalf of the people of New Jersey,
I am proud to commemorate his many
achievements to make New Jersey and
our Nation a better place and convey
our best wishes to his family and
friends.e®

HONORING REV. DR. WALTER
SOBOLEFF

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
when Americans think about what
they most admire about my home
State of Alaska, the breathtaking sce-
nery first comes to mind. What I most
admire about my home State of Alaska
are the people, and in particular our
Native Elders.

Our Elders are the bearers of our
uniquely Alaskan culture. They have
accepted the responsibility of ensuring
that succeeding generations Kknow
where they came from. They preserve
and transmit the traditions that make
Alaska different from anyplace else.
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Looking at the face of an Alaska Na-
tive Elder is like looking at the con-
centric rings in the trunk of a tree.
Every line on that face represents a
precious slice of Alaska history.

It would be a vast understatement to
characterize the Elders as witnesses to
Alaska history. They are the living em-
bodiment of Alaska’s history. They
were the first generation of Alaskans
to experience and adapt to the chal-
lenge of living in two worlds. They
have come to embrace the traditional
world of subsistence and the modern
world of the Internet in the same
breath. Some like the individual I
speak about today have devoted their
lives to preserving Alaska Native lan-
guages as spoken and written lan-
guages for all eternity.

Today I pay tribute to a most re-
spected Tlingit Elder, the Reverend
Doctor Walter Soboleff, who will cele-
brate his 100th birthday on November
14, 2008. Walter Soboleff was born on a
small island called Killisnoo near Ad-
miralty Island in Southeast Alaska.
His father was the son of a Russian Or-
thodox priest serving in Southeast
Alaska. His mother, a Tlingit Indian.
Four languages were spoken in his
home: Russian, German, English, and
Tlingit.

Walter Soboleff was educated at a US
Government Indian school on his island
and subsequently at the Sheldon Jack-
son School in Sitka. Several years
after graduating from Sheldon Jackson
with a high school diploma he enrolled
at Dubuque University in Iowa, receiv-
ing a bachelor’s degree in education in
1937 and a divinity degree in 1940.

Ordained as a Presbyterian minister
he returned to Southeast Alaska to
take the pulpit at the Memorial Pres-
byterian Church in Juneau. The
church, which was built to minister to
the Tlingit people, opened its doors to
all. Its congregation included Cauca-
sians and African Americans, and Fili-
pinos as well as Haidas and
Tsimshians.

We take diverse congregations like
this for granted in 21st Century Alas-
ka. It must be remembered, though,
that Jim Crow racial segregation laws
and practices were quite prevalent in
pre-World War IT Southeast Alaska.

Reverend Soboleff emerged a Kkey
player in the maintaining and enhanc-
ing the Tlingit culture, serving seven
terms as President of the Alaska Na-
tive Brotherhood and broadcasting
church services in Tlingit on the radio.
From 1962-1970 he took his ministry to
the water traveling on mission vessels
to Native villages, logging camps and
Coast Guard facilities in the archi-
pelago of islands that make up South-
east Alaska.

In 1952, Reverend Soboleff accepted a
commission in the Alaska Army Na-
tional Guard, serving as Chaplain for 20
years, retiring with rank of Lieutenant
Colonel on February 1, 1973.

In 1970, Walter Soboleff founded the
Alaska Native Studies Department at
the University of Alaska Fairbanks. He
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